FAQ

Question: How much would the vehicles cost?

  A: It would depend on the size of the vehicle. Two passenger vehicles would cost $15,000 to $20,000 while larger four passenger vehicles would cost around $20,000 to $25,000.

Q: How can the MonoMobile Liberator Car cost the same as an automobile but have all the additional equipment required to run on the rail?

A: A pure electric vehicle, versus a hybrid or gasoline automobile, is relatively simple mechanically. This is especially true if the vehicle does not have lots of batteries, which are not necessary in the Liberator Car because all long-distance trips are on the rail. So while the MonoMobile has extra equipment due to the track attachment, the basic vehicle is less expensive.

Q: Where do you get all the extra electricity to power the system?

A: The batteries in the MonoMobiles will be charged at night when there is excess electric capacity. For those vehicles needing electric power in addition to that stored in the batteries there would be electric available from the track. A recent study by Texas A&M University showed that, except for the period from 3:00pm to 6:00pm, existing electric generating capacity is sufficient. The track system also includes electric generators that could be used for emergency power backup and during periods of extreme demand during very hot summer days when residential air conditioning is using high levels of electricity from the grid.

Q: The cost of this system is huge…way beyond our ability to pay for it.

A: Actually the entire cost of the system, including electricity, infrastructure and maintenance costs, would be paid for by user tolls. The cost of $11 million per mile is less than the cost to build and maintain one lane of an expressway.

Based on vehicle capacity per hour (over 60,000 vehicles per hour) the MonoMobile infrastructure costs less than 1/10th the cost of a highway with the same capacity. This is due to computer guidance, which removes much of the spacing between vehicles, and the high speed of the vehicles.

    The cost to build a national system is significant, about $500 billion, but the annual return on that investment is calculated at over 60% due to lower fuel costs, drivers using their time productively, faster 100 mph speed, safety improvements and other benefits of the system (see the cost/benefit analysis, link on the home page for details)

Q: What about safety of the system?

A: Because MonoMobile vehicles run on tracks during all high speed travel and are controlled by computers the safety of the system will be much better than the automobile. Additionally because the system is elevated seven feet off the ground, weather and pedestrians are not safety issues.

