The Wedding at Cana

~Synopsis~

An attractive, young couple enters an empty church.  They are clearly not married, but they give off an aura of love.

A children’s choir sings “Ave Maria” as they kneel before the statue of Mary and begin to pray the Rosary.  After singing a “Hail Mary,” they announce the second Luminous Mystery, the Wedding at Cana.

Something mysterious begins to happen.

The scene changes.  Brightly attired people pour into the room, but from where?  Who are they?  They don’t look like they’re from around here.  They rush the bewildered couple, taking them by the hand and leading them to their “Mysterious Entrance into Cana.”
Suddenly, they’re back in time, at Cana for a wedding celebration.  The guests are exuberant at seeing our young couple, and then the realization hits us:  THEY are the bride and groom.  The Wedding at Cana is THEIR celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage.

As the animated guests join in the celebration, the women notice someone new approaching, a tall and handsome man.

It is Jesus.  “Look, Mary it’s your Son!” they exclaim.

Jesus warmly greets everyone, sharing an especially warm embrace with His Mother.  Mary informs Him that the father of the bride is about to propose a toast by invoking King David’s psalm, Taste and See, and that Jesus has a special seat at the head table with the families.

“Taste and see the goodness of the Lord,” exudes the proud father of the bride.  The guests join in the frequent toasts that ensue as the wine stewards busy themselves keeping everyone’s cup full.

At the height of the prayerful merriment, the wine steward is hit with a devastating realization:  they’re out of wine!

When the guests empty their current cup, it will be gone, and the host family will be humiliated.  No one else seems aware of this drama except for Mary.  She points out the looming “crisis” and asks Jesus to intercede.

He looks at His Mother.  His eyes twinkle with love as he responds, “what is there between us woman, my time has not come!”  Their gaze communicates far more than anyone can understand.

It is stated with the dutiful love of a Son who will honor His Mother’s request.

Jesus tells the stewards to fill the six urns with water.

As the oblivious guests continue their celebration, Jesus prays over the urns.  He tells the Stewards to refill the guests’ cups with the contents of the urns.

The poor steward is a nervous wreck, but dutifully does as he is told.

When the father of the groom tastes his refreshed cup, he is stunned.  Never has he tasted wine this good.  The water has changed into wine!  He stands, proposing a toast to his host for saving the best wine for last, something unheard of in their culture.

He and the guests join in their praise for their host and God’s bounty:  “taste and see the goodness of the Lord!”

As the guests bask in the glow of the fathers’ toast and continue their celebration, Jesus and Mary privately explore “The invisible mystery of God’s love.”  They invoke the mysterious, life-giving power of His sacred wine; they honor Mary as the Blessed Mother, the “Mother of our nation;” and they foretell Jesus’ coming marriage to his “bride,” the Church.  This day will live forever as the day Jesus worked His first public miracle, a miracle that reveals his wine as the life-giving source of Love.

The wedding couple tentatively rise and take center stage.  They look into each other’s eyes, hold hands, and proclaim their love for each other in “Song of Songs,” invoking the sensuous imagery of King Solomon.  The entire wedding party rises and dances in celebration of their union.

The guests return to their seats. The parents of the couple approach and lay hands on the couple.  Jesus and Mary join them and pray over all of them as they collectively join in a “Wedding Prayer” as their blessing on this union.

Everyone fades away and we’re left with the couple at the threshold of their wedding chamber where they kneel and pray “Tobit’s Prayer.”  The groom tells God that he is marrying for a noble purpose, that their love is based on more than just lust.  They pray that God will allow them to live together to a happy, old age.

And then the scene changes once again as we are mysteriously pulled back to the present.  The guests from Cana reappear wearing contemporary clothes.  The statue of the Blessed Mother returns as the cast honors her by singing, “Hail Holy Queen.”
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord!  Pray for us, O Blessed Mother!
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