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Captain Kidd had James Halstead as ong of
his lawlesa and doughty crew, when he sailed
the Bast Indies in the "Adventure Galley®,
cupturing and plundering mershant ships. Kidd
wsy caught and hung, Halstead was captured
and escaped, was captured again and escaped
4 gedond  time, His fate is & mystery.

" That he pas a very fierce pirate, or
thought to be, is shown by the fact that it
‘reguiired: throe men to take him from one. Jail
to another, At the Court of Sessione, held
at Shrewsbury, Bew Jersey, on September 1£,
1699, an order wag mades

fierens,., that thoy have heru appruhﬂndad
Jagon Hulatend, one of tho persons aaged In aadd
warrant and- prnalamation {for nppréhenuing aever-
al paracns mecused of plracy), dosiring our aa-
elatunod to gonvey the midd ‘Jamoa ﬂalatoad to
Burlinston, from whence ke, hnying bean tbeir
priaoncr, oacaped;

Theae are’ tkarefarb to nnrrant and . author=
izg pald: Jncub Ong aad Randolph Simmons 1o carry
tha aaid,aumas Hnlatand back again to Burlington.
and . {het the ngb Sherdifl of this -ounty’ ‘do aid
end sgalat ‘then wiLh guch - forcs a8 thew'think
1ty to cnrry tha ‘said Janes Hnistend ta Burling- )
ten,

Tha crder of . tha cuurt ia that thg Suorlff :
prosd & wak to nﬂniat Rnndalph Simiong. and Jagob
Ong to. carx?'ianaa Halotead buok ta Burlingten
and dalivnr hiﬂ to tha Shefiff ef Burlinghgn.

. William Kidd——Sontland born, 8. wellnto—do
and respected ship ovner and: trader, who had
distinguiﬁhed ‘himself in: the Colonial” dise.
- turbances; and Againat the’ Fronch in the |
Weat Inddes, a Tesident . -of “Aer ‘mueh of
‘his 1ife, where he murried-&was eommissiuned
- & privatesr by Willian . III, to, :
“pirates in ‘the Eastern seas,,and
‘Frengh merchantmen as: prizes ‘of w
CBroup of . English neblamﬁn, one Amqr;can onp-
italist; and Xidd himself financed. the enter-
'prise to the ount: 6f six thoudand pounds,
_the orew, offlsers and ‘backers to share in
the pirato -apoils, and in the hulls and
o&rgoes of the French ships, with an honor-
arlum to King Williem,
- Kidd.galled from Plymouth for New Iork
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prize enroute, Haelf the erew for the £75
ton ship with 30 guns was obtained in Eng-
land, and the other half was recruited in
New York,making 154 men in all. Sailing in
Beptember, via the West Indies, the Azores
and the Cape of Good flope, the "Adventure
Galley" roenched Hadagaseaf, on the east
coast of Africa, at the -end of. 1697, liada-
gascar wns then ‘the main rendezvous of the
pirates, whom Kidd,knew through. trading with
thed both in America and,England._.

- If there were pirdtes at: Kadaguacar, Kidd
uade noe efford to gttack them tipon his: e
rival. Cruising about. in the Red Saa end
beyond, where Be lost fifty of ‘his men by
the plague; and- stepping, se&rching-—and
trading with a fTew small vessels; he finally
capbured, bloodlessly, ‘the richly 1aden
"Onedsh Merchant® & French vesdel of fivo-
hundred’ tons. © On: tbe way back-to. Kadagascar
with her, he bufned the . half+«ainking - “Adven-
tura Galley,! At Madagaacnr he v
Captain Culliford, & noturion pd
instead of taking” him,_whieh he: later: claimed
his mutinous” trey. preventad him. from doing,
he fraternalized. with him, ‘Hinety odd of his
men, leaving: him-but thirteen, finally du»
serted to Culliford, .
~ PleKing iip & few more saitors to nman ner,
he dailed the “ﬁnedah Merohant® for Hew York.
At the West Indies he learned, to his Hston-
1shment, that the British. Admiralty, on De-
oember 8, 1698, due to rumors that-he had -
htrped. pirate, nd his: long -absence. without
reports as were regulred’ by, his commiasion,
had “exempted him and- Henry: Aveny, ‘another
pirate, from a proclamation of ‘pardon o all
'other pirates whn would “surrendar gl ‘thrée’
peciul ccmmiusioners in’ Hen'Jerse :cr the

11d” “park. of the plunder and. marooned the

'ship with the rest of 1t in an isolated river'

of Son Domingd - Taland in the- et Indles 4n -
the keeping of an: Englishman namad Bolton,
“Kidd bought 4 small #loop, £he 8¢,
nntoine“, carrying - ‘only nbout thirty nen,
and sailed up the Atlantic Coast, He stopped
at the mauth of the Delaware River, et Oyster
Bay, on Long Island, where he picked up his -

'Gity in May of 1658, taking a small French

wife &nd daughtet rrom Hew York Gity, and

ring; -then, “to take his prize to Now York,
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then sailed to Gardiner's Island, off the far
end of Long Island, where he burled a large
part of the plunder belonging to himself and
his backers, after the division had been
made at Madagazcar with the orew. Through

a New York attorney Fmsott, he negotiated
with Lord Bellonont, at Boston, (overnor of
New England, which at that time embraced Hew
York, for the appearance there of himself
and nen, Bellomont had helped to organize
the project in England before he came to
imerica. The Covernor's attitude was seem-
ingly friendly, and he urged him to come in.
£1dd, and these of his men. who had not al-
ready disembarked for New York, sailed to
Boston, Instead of being friendly, as Kidd
expected, Bellomont was hostile, hauled him
belore the Council for exomination, and in
abhout a week arrested him and all of his men
he covdd find, and put them in goal, includ-
ing Kidd's wife and dnughter.

At near the same time that Kidd left Mada-
gasear, Captaln Culliford - and about sixty
of his crew, part of vhom were Kidd's men
originally, ineluding James Halstead, learn~
ing of the King's amnesty to pirates, re-

tummed to America in the New York ship "Has-

neu", Captain Eelly, who had bought up a
lerge quantity of the pirate. plunder at Mada-
gascar at bargain prices. The *Nasseu
reached Cape May on May 29th, gbout the same
time bthat Kidd seiled past that point, and
her passengers began to disambark and s¢at-
tor,

fwo British officials got word of the
"Kasseu's" arrival. One was Colonel Quary,
Judge of the Admiralty, at Philsdelphia, who
went out at once and Selzed two of the pi~
rates, Johm Alston and %illiam Herrick, took
two thousand pileces of eight Trom them, and¢
put them in goal at Burlington, New Jersey.
Shortly afterwards he caught two: mord and
lodged them in gonl at Philadelphia.- The
other was Deputy Oovernor Basse, of New Jer-
g0y, who took .a sloop and capturad Tour othe
ers, among them James Helstead ‘probably, -who
were put in the Burlington Loal. That Janes
Halstéad wag one of the four, saems ko be .
elearly shown by his arrest in Ehrewsbury. _
In their chests he found, Hsevanty-eight hun~
‘dred Rix -dollars and Venetians; about thirty"
pownds of melted silver, s pareell of arabian
and Christiasn gold, some neeklaces of amber
nnd ¢oral and pleces of India silk.m?

- Colonel GQuary at once notified all the
provineial LOVEIROTS, including the Governor
‘of Virginla, of the presence of the fugitive
- pirates, who scampered up and down the const
when they Tound that they would be arrested,

of the hunt. Presumably as the result of
these reports, on October 16, 1668, Frahois
Micholson, Covernor of Virginia iamed a
proclamation which discloses that a band of
the pirates, including James Balstead for
the second %ime, had esgaped from the gonl
in New Jerseyt

Bhoreas, Edward Buckmaster, a notorious
pyrats, one of Kidia orew, a short wall-sett
fellow with Lank brown helr and eged about
forty yeurs, hath latoly made hiis eacaps out
of goal in the Gity of How York snd ia fled
from Justiocej _

And vheress, Gulliam, another notorlous
pyrate of Xlddte Orew suspacied o bo elrcum—
ciped hun made his eacape from Rhosd Ialandj

And wheress Samen ifow, Hlcholas Ghurthill,
Daniel Dooley and John Fldridge hava latoly.
aade their Ruchpos rron hia‘uajen;yla province
of fisst Joracy, belng uazsitted upon . Susplelon
of Pyracyj As elao. Jm&an Holntam! ‘and Rebart
Hicknan have mads t.!mir Escapu from his
lajestyto Provinco of Wost Jersay snd all are
witah aunpacted of a dosign of mtng to thia
hiz uajaaty'a Oolony mnd Dominlon of Virginia
and of nttampt.mg to teke mich Ships and Ves-
aels as they can megt biul, 1; Francis iichol-
son Bog., hio nujuatr'a Lieutonanb “gnd ‘Governor
Gensral of Vi.rgh\iu, commi sl daetars of
Ships and Yessela end all hip Ha;}oatu"s guod
and loving nubjeata not to h&rbﬁuz', Entartain,
condarl or com-napond witli oy of t‘he almva por-
aong,.*

This 4s followed by a command to all civil

and military officers to arrest the pirates,

and an offer of twenty pounds reward for the
apprefension of cach of them.d.

It was only the British offieinls who -
ware ‘aetive in the prosecution of the pi-
rates. Governoprs’ ‘Bellomént and Basse, in
thedr reports to Fngland, compluined  thet

.the Colonial people, 1ne1uding the jailors,

favored them. “Colonel Quary wrobter

svsthe paople of the government have enter-
tained the pyratet, cnnvaytng then frou place
to placu, Turnished ther with praviﬁiona, 1iq.-
dora & givun them intolligenca and phoitared
thes Troa jushive; & now the greatoay park of
ﬂta:n ars convayﬁd 304 i!i bqata teo Rhlmi Io-
Tend.

Tha #ix othor Pyratos hhnt are in tho Sov~
arngent of ﬁasb Jeraey ary ab dbarty for tho
Quakers there will tmt guffor the Govemar to
sent thes 1o ga&h

Thus, the escape of the pirates was gade

and kept the governors advised of the progross eagy and thelr flight forwarded, rather than
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{ndered, by the colonizls. Plracy was rife
‘211 over the western #orld ag an alftermath
‘of privateering by the English, Bpanish,
Duteh and French, in their constant wars, and
smuggling on a large scale, a companion rack-
t, had boen ineited by Englandfs Havigation
acte which required that all shipments to and
from the colonies be in English bottoms., Pi-
ates and amugglers were regarded a3 adven-
urera rather than eriminals.

Captain Kidd, ‘from an old -wodd cut

It was not until May of 1700, seven

ths later, that Governor Andrew Hemilton,
Hew Jersey, who had succaeded Basse, re-~
bed that he had. taken into ‘custody James
» Nieholas Churchill, Robert Hicinan snd
Jotin Eldridge, four. of nhe eight nemed in
irginie proalamation. - How s6d Chureh-
ere tried with Eidd in Engl&nd. James
gtead was one of the four mever gnught,
parently, far no Turther record of them
;baen found in any of the historical rea-
5 -0f the mattep, .

Captain Kidd's "Adventure Galley" was
first nanbed in England, where the crew was
efully selected from substantial wen of
11y, from which Géots and colonials were
ded, because they were thought to be
acent about piracy. On the way out of
uth’ the Admiralty took half of’ the meén
nd pressed then- inlo the 39?vice of the

¥ York, however, tnere was, littla uim“
dibcrlminhtian, ‘the other sighty- -four
reorulted from the floater® clesa.
stopped- in ‘the West Indies, on his way
ang 4t is_possibla that he took on & few
11 enlisted in a legally suthor=

him. -

Dr1?ateering adventure with no thought |
of piracy.

There 15 no known means of determining
whather James Halstead was from England,
from New York, or from the West Indies.
Thers were Halsteads in all of thesa plases
at the time. It is believed, however, that
he was not an Americ¢an, as the history of
all the eolonial members of the same génersa-
tion has been explored and there is no James
Halstead to correspond to him, Dawrence
Hellsted, & merchant of London, with & manor
in Berkshire, to whom a {oat of Arus was
granted in 1628, had a son James, who may
have been the pirate, and who may have been
& brother of Captain Erthias Halstead who
made an expedition to America as recounted
in Chapter IX,- Part QOne. )

After being held in Boston for elgiht
months, Xidd was sent to England, with 2
number of others of differpont erews, dao-
cused of piracy, lnciuding nine of his men
who had surrendered to {overnor Basse under
the Crown's proclamation of emnepty, Kidd
wes tried for both murder and. piraey. He
had ¥Xilled one of his men with &n iron-
bound bucket in a f1t of rage, which he
adzitted snd sald he regretted, but claimed
that he did it to preVent an imminent iewtiny.
fe was found guilty on this ‘charge. Inm & .
very unfair trial, he wes convicted also of
pivaey, protesting to the end that the ships
he selged were fair priszes-of war, vhich
their papers, which were nlthhelu ‘from him,
would ahow. Some historians ccncur in this.
He was withoub money, witnesses for himself,
or counsel, except ab the preliminary 868~
sion of .the tria) when he was arraighed, snd

" not one of the men who were his financial

partners in the enterprige ever ¢ome nesr
Thera wWa5s & strena under-current of
feeling 1n Pvrliamént that they %era an’

guilty 53 was ‘hed - Bix of hiz men were con-
vieted an]rde i d'tkn:b' erib Df the Ling's

o "Aventure Gelley®
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amnesty bocause they haa surrendered to Gov~
ernor Basse instesd of to one of the officisls
spegified in the King's proclamation of am-
nesty. Three proved that they were only in-
dentured servants of the officera of the
Nidventure Galley." A1l were nentenced to
bang. Pive were reprieved at the last mo-
ment., Kidd, and one of the Den, were exe-
cuted at Execution Dock, on the Thames, May
23, 1701. When the trap for Kidd was Eprimg
the rope broke, which was eited &8 the pro-
test of Fate against Injustice. He was com-
pelled to mount the séafrold again and fell
& second time wile, to the praying chaplain,
he confessed to have besn ‘& wicked man but
denied he was ever g pirate.

411 of Kiddta treasure was quitkly found
and confiscated. A stone monument marks the
spot on Gardner's Island where part of the
Booty wis temporarily buried. Bolten sold
the "Onedeh! and her eurgo, and Bellomont
got the proceeds fop the Colony, perhaps se-
eretly reimbursing the Enplish noblemen,
Kidd's private estate, a substantial one, J
also was confiscated. Nevertheless, legends l
of the great wealth he ias supposéd to have
buried have Lived to this day and many ’
Searches have been made for it ®ll along the |

Atlantic Coast, The heirs of John Jacob
Astor were sued in late times by 2 man named
Clmgtead, who alleged that Astor had obtaineg
8 large part of Kiddls treasure 111ieitly. by
buying lend in Maine where it had been hid-
den and the Crick gave him hin first riches.
The matter was settled out of gourt.
"Captain Eidd's Farewell to the Seas, or
The Pirate's Lament®, g ballad ¢omposed by
Admiral Bsnbow, at the time of the exeoution,
has been recited and SWg as a sea poem by
seilors all over the world ever sines.”
~0-0=0-

29014 Bonnouthv_.5at ter,

on Jorsey Archives—lst, Ser, Vol, I,

an Jornoy Archivos«-lst. Ser; Vol. IL.
Executive Jaurnals, Counall of Virginin-~vol, 11,
Mew Jorpay Archives-slat. Ser, Vol, II,
%Now Jeroay Archives—lst, Ser, Vol, II,
"Rengate Galahdgr'eaninnmi "Privatesring and
Piraoy in the Oolontal Fariod"~Sansmon; *Pirate
Talan Froa the Low*--Harris; "e Real Captain
Klda"-‘halton;“thcn@eers Aand Uarconers of Amardgs®
—~HBoward Pyleg “Buceonssrs and Firatsa of Our
Oonet"~Stooktan.
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