1-2-3 I Love Thee



This book is dedicated to my mom and dad for sticking together and making it work. I didn’t have the chance to tell them how much I loved them both, but I knew how much they cared for me.

1-2-3 is how much they loved me!
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Dottie the bear 
was sitting one day

and asked Grover Bear 
in a very nice way:
“Grover Bear, how much do you love me?”
“Easy, Dottie Bear,”
Grover replied with glee.
“Like one-two-three—
this is how much I love thee.
I do not have to think

I do not have to wonder;
it’s like one-two-three

it comes like lightning along with thunder.
Now what do you have for me,

my Dottie Bear?
Tell me how much you love me

and how much do you care?”
Dottie Bear said, “Well for me

it’s like four-five-six

our love stays together
and will always mix.
It’s like peanut butter
with a little jelly.
Now can you top that,
Grover Bear?” as she rubbed his belly.
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“Oh Dottie Bear, I can top that!
More than thee,
I can top that
like 1-2-3!
Did you know that when you sleep

I pray for you and me

and I pray for all of our loved ones;
I pray for their safety?
Did you know that when I wake up 

to start my day

I pray that my family is blessed

in each and every way?
Did you know that when I am driving

my pretty bear car

I am forever thankful

for my family…near and far?
Did you know that when I come home
and open up the door
I am always ever grateful 

and want to see you more?


Did you know that when you smile

I smile too?
And that when you are happy

it makes me happier than you?
Did you know that when we sit 

to drink our lemon-bear-ade

that I am the most content bear

this side of the Everglades?
If you did not know this

then I will tell you now:
This is how much I love you
And I can tell you how

It’s like 1-2-3

easy 
is how much I love thee!”
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HallieWood! Where Your  Children are treated like  Stars!






�I removed “4-5-6” and “7-8-9” because the title was too wordy and you never mentioned 7-8-9 in the text. “1-2-3” is the definite focus here.


�I completely changed this stanza. The original “drive” and “driveway” was repetitive, and “driveway” and “face” didn’t rhyme at all, throwing off the balance and rhythm of the poem.





