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1. How We Can Help
How We Can Help
Dallas Defense Law Firm Advocates for Your Rights

The Law Office of Christian K. Johnson was founded on the principle embedded in the U.S. Constitution, which states not only that all men are created equal, but that everyone is innocent until proven guilty. Yet, we recognize the criminal process often slants toward the prosecution of individuals instead of the pursuit of justice. Our goal is to balance the scales through zealous advocacy. 
We presume each case will go to trial. Our extensive preparation for trial gives us an edge during plea negotiations because prosecutors know we are ready and willing to bring the case in front of a jury.

If you have been charged with a crime, our lawyers are available 24/7 to defend your rights during the investigation and assist you with jail release. Our experienced attorneys give you the individualized attention and aggressive representation you deserve.

Your Fifth Amendment Rights

Being arrested for a crime is a frightening experience. Your first inclination may be to tell investigators what they want to hear or to try to talk your way out it. You may at first believe that allowing law enforcement to search your home, vehicle or belongings will make you appear less guilty. However, the most effective line of defense you can take is to remain silent and call your lawyer. You are guaranteed these rights under the Fifth Amendment.

Strong Advocacy in the Criminal Justice System

Our criminal defense team handles cases ranging from misdemeanors to capital crimes in Dallas and the surrounding North Texas communities. 

We advocate for you in cases involving:

· Murder and other homicide offenses: Our attorneys are knowledgeable about DNA, ballistic, fingerprint, fiber analysis and other scientific evidence to defend you against homicide charges.
· Sexual offenses: We defend you against serious charges including rape, child pornography and sex assault, and we fight against your inclusion on the sex offender registry.
· Expungements and non-disclosures: Our lawyers help you make a fresh start through criminal record expungement and non-disclosure. See erasemyrecord.com
 for more information about our services.
· Early probation release: We help you put your mistakes behind you through early termination of your probation. See probationrelease.com
 to learn more about our services.
· Probation violations: Our law firm advocates for reinstatement of your probation or amendment to its terms.
· Violent offenses: The Law Office of Christian K. Johnson defends against charges of serious violent crimes, such as aggravated assault, robbery and gun crimes.
· DWI/ DUI: Our criminal defense team effectively challenges the prosecution’s evidence, including the Breathalyzer test, field sobriety tests and police reports.
· Drug offenses: We raise a strong defense against drug crime allegations and, if appropriate in your case, pursue trial diversion in the drug court.
Let Our Criminal Defense Law Firm Help You
The Law Office of Christian K. Johnson handles criminal cases from misdemeanors to capital felonies. Call our Dallas criminal defense lawyers at 972.505.2217 or contact us online 
to schedule an appointment at our office or to request a jail visit. 

2. Sexual Offenses 
Sexual Offenses 
Our Dallas Lawyers Advocate for Your Rights 
If you have been accused of a sex crime, contact your lawyer before talking to police or consenting to a search or extraction of samples from your body. The Law Office of Christian K. Johnson takes your call 24 hours a day, seven days in a week to deliver immediate representation when you need us. 

Our criminal defense firm has the resources and experience to defend your rights against the most serious sex charges, including:

· Rape

· Sex assault 

· Statutory rape

· Possession of child pornography

· Compelling prostitution 

· Indecent exposure

· Kidnapping of child under 17 years old

Building a Strong Defense to Sex Charges 
Our lawyers thoroughly investigate your case to build a solid strategy and collect evidence to support your defense. Depending on the facts of your case, we might consult with doctors, scientists, computer technicians or forensics experts who assist us in analyzing and presenting crucial complex evidence, including:

· DNA, hair and fiber evidence if you deny being present or having sexual contact with the alleged victim
· Computer analysis in child pornography charges or claims you made contact with the victim online

· Witness testimony as to your whereabouts or the actions of the victim

· Phone, text and email records that indicate the victim gave consent 
Texas Public Sex Offender Registry
Under Chapter 62 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, Texas maintains a public sex offender registry of people convicted of sex offenses. After serving time for a sex offense, the registry makes living and working in the community difficult. Those designated as a sexual predator, a sexually violent offender or a predicate sex offender must register for life. All other sex offenders must register for ten years.
The registry allows anybody to access personal information about you, including your name, aliases, address, birthdate, distinguishing characteristics, photographs and details about the offenses with which you were convicted. Once on this registry, your information is available via an easy online search to potential employers, love interests, family, friends and neighbors.
In addition, the statute permits law enforcement to publish or distribute the information to members of your community where you move. You are required to report to law enforcement periodically and each time a relevant change in your life occurs. Failure to register or to update law enforcement when you move or otherwise change your information is a felony. 
Our lawyers do all we can to keep you off the Texas public sex offender registry. When appropriate, we vehemently negotiate your right to remain free from this debilitating requirement as part of a plea deal, or we may demand prosecutors prove their case at trial. 
Consult with Our Experienced Defense Attorneys Who Upholds Your Constitutional Rights 

The Law Office of Christian K. Johnson protects your rights against sex offense charges. Call our Dallas office at 972.505.2217 or contact us online 
to schedule an appointment or request a jail visit. 

3. Early Probation Release
Early Probation Release

Helping You Move On With Your Life 

After you have paid for your crime and at a time when you are ready to rebuild your life, probation is expensive, time-consuming and disruptive. However, you may be eligible for early termination of your probation period, meaning you are relieved of all future probation obligations and can truly put your mistakes behind you.
The Law Office of Christian K. Johnson is dedicated solely to criminal defense in Dallas, Fort Worth, Desoto and our surrounding North Texas Communities. Our lawyers can assist you with obtaining early termination so you can move on with your life. 
Contact our firm for an evaluation of your eligibility for release. You can also learn more about the process and your options at probationrelease.com
.
Qualifying for Early Termination of Probation 

In order to qualify for early termination of your probation, you must meet the statutory criteria, including:

· You have completed the earlier of one-third or two years of your probation period

· You fulfilled the conditions of your probation

· You have not been delinquent in paying victim restitution, fines, court costs and fees

· You have finished all counseling and treatment ordered by the court

· The crime for which you are serving probation is not a disqualifying offense (see below)
Disqualifying Offenses & Crimes
Most misdemeanors and nonviolent theft convictions qualify for early release. Texas law prohibits early termination for certain statutorily enumerated crimes. Although not an exhaustive list, common disqualifying crimes include:
· DWI
· Murder

· Sexual assault

· Felony with a deadly weapon

· Indecency with a child

· Online solicitation of a minor

· Injury to a child in the first degree

· Possession of child pornography

· Compelling prostitution 

· Indecent exposure, repeat offense

· Aggravated robbery

· Manufacture or delivery of a controlled substance causing death or serious bodily injury

· Manufacture, delivery, or possession of a controlled substance in a school zone, repeat offense
Process of Obtaining Early Termination 
The judge is not obligated to consider an early termination motion until you have completed the longer of one-third or two years of your probation. However, our lawyers have the skills and determination to act as your zealous advocate.

After reviewing your case, our lawyers instruct you on steps you need to take to become eligible for early termination. We then file a motion requesting the court grant you relief. In support of the motion, we include crucial evidence that you successfully completed the terms of your probation and we make a compelling argument as to why the judge should grant this important remedy. 
Factors the court considers include:
· Your probation officer’s recommendations

· The prosecution’s recommendations 

· Your criminal history

· Seriousness of the crime for which you are serving probation

· Whether probation interferes with your ability to earn a living or other aspects of your life

Apply for Early Termination of Your Probation 

The Law Office of Christian K. Johnson can help you obtain early release from your probation. Call our Dallas/ Desoto office at 972.505.2217 or contact our firm online 
to schedule an appointment. You can also visit our website probationrelease.com
 for more information.

4. Probation Violations
Probation Violations 

Preserving Your Freedom

Even if you work hard to comply with your probation, you can violate its terms for a logical reason or a simple mistake. Upon being violated, you face the devastating prospect of probation revocation and a jail sentence.
The Law Office of Christian K. Johnson exclusively represents individuals in North Texas who have been accused of crimes. We fight hard every day to uphold our clients’ rights to be treated fairly in the criminal justice system. 

If you have been violated, our dedicated defense team advocates for you to be given a second chance to complete the terms of your probation. If appropriate, we may request the judge amend your probation terms to encourage your successful completion. For example, if your income falls far below your financial obligations, we might ask the court to recalculate your fines, fees or court costs.

Our firm also can help you obtain early termination if you qualify. Visit probationrelease.com
 or our Early Probation Release 
page on this site for more information on this option.

Burden of Proof

Prosecutors have the burden of proving your guilt beyond a reasonable doubt to convict you of a crime. However, the standard to revoke your probation is much lower. Prosecutors need only prove you violated your probation by a preponderance of the evidence — in other words, that it is more/most likely you committed the violation. 
Types of Probation Violations 
You are obligated to complete all the terms of your probation. Even minor infractions can trigger violation. Types of probation violations include: 
· Failing to appear in court for your scheduled proceedings
· Failing to report to your probation officer at designated place and times

· Failing to pay victim restitution, fines, court costs and fees according the payment plan established by the court 
· Travelling out of state without your probation officer’s permission 

· Having contact with prohibited individuals or places in violation of a court order, even if the person contacted you

· Failing a drug or blood alcohol concentration (BAC) test

· Selling, using or possessing illegal narcotics

· Committing another crime while on probation 

· Getting arrested for another crime, regardless of the outcome, even if the charges are dropped

Sentencing for a Probation Violation 

Judges have broad discretion when deciding guilt and imposing sentences for violation of probation. The court generally considers such factors as the seriousness of the infraction, the nature of the offense and whether it is a first time or repeat occurrence. If found guilty of the violation, the judge may:

· Reinstate your probation, which allows you to complete your probation under the original terms

· Impose additional terms to your probation 
· Revoke your probation 

· Sentence you to a short jail term

· Require you to serve the remainder of your sentence in prison

Learn More About Your Rights if You Have Been Violated

The Law Office of Christian K. Johnson builds an effective defense if you have been accused of probation violation. Call our Dallas/ Desoto office at 972.505.2217 or contact our firm online 
to schedule an appointment for assistance in Dallas, Tarrant, Collins, Ellis and our surrounding North Texas counties.

5. Other Violent Offenses
Violent Offenses
Defending Your Rights in the Texas Court of Law
Violent crimes are distinguished from other types of crimes in that they can cause serious harm or death to another human being. The violence may be perpetrated or threatened using a gun, knife, hard object, bomb or one’s own hands. Because of the danger to other people, violent crimes typically carry stiff sentences. 
If you are accused of a violent crime, do not give a statement to police or give your consent for a search of your home, car or person. Wait for your lawyer to be present and to advise you of your rights. 
The Law Office of Christian K. Johnson only handles criminal defense cases so we can devote our entire experience, time and resources to upholding justice in the Texas and federal courts. Law enforcement can arrest you at any time and on any day of the week, so we are available 24/7 to be present for police interrogation and to arrange for jail release. 
Our criminal defense lawyers protect your rights against serious charges, including:
· Murder
· Manslaughter

· Rape

· Sexual assault

· Kidnapping

· Assault and battery

· Aggravated assault 

· Robbery 

· Carjacking

· Bomb threat

· Gun crimes

Gun Enhancement of Federal Crimes

Under federal statute, the presence of a weapon during the commission of a crime merits a five-year sentence that must run consecutive to other sentences. In 2010, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the sentencing enhancement provision in two consolidated cases pertaining to drug offenses. Five years were added onto the defendants’ drug trafficking charges because of the existence of a gun. 

In addition to defending you against the federal charges brought against you, we also fight against gun enhancement that can extend your sentence.
Defenses in Violent Crime Charges
Our attorneys conduct a thorough investigation of your case to collect crucial exculpatory evidence and counter incriminating evidence presented by the prosecution. We build a defense strategy around the facts of your case. For example, we may consider self defense if the violence was justified. In Texas, you have no duty to retreat from a place where you are legally allowed to be and you have the right to use deadly force to protect yourself.
We may present strong evidence of misidentification. We are knowledgeable about ballistics, DNA, fingerprints, hair and fiber and other complex evidence that can show you were not present at the crime scene or were there but did not commit the crime. 
In addition, our defense team looks for wrongful police conduct, which may render evidence acquired in an unconstitutional stop and search inadmissible. 
Build a Strong Defense Against Violent Crime Allegations
The Law Office of Christian K. Johnson can defend your rights in the most serious violent crime cases in Dallas, Tarrant, Collins, Ellis and our surrounding North Texas counties. Call our Dallas/ Desoto attorneys at 972.505.2217 or contact us online 
to schedule a consultation.

6. DWI
DWI/ DUI 

Aggressive Defense Against Texas Drunk Driving Charges

A driving while intoxicated (DWI) charge can have profound, long-term effects on your family, finances, future and, in the most serious cases, your freedom. The Law Office of Christian K. Johnson takes steps to minimize the immediate impact of the DWI by helping you obtain a hardship driver’s license as we build an aggressive defense against the charges you face. 

The majority of DWI arrests occur at night or on the weekends. Our lawyers, therefore, remain available for jail release assistance 24/7.

Hardship Driver’s License   
A vehicle is a necessity in the North Texas communities of Dallas, Desoto, Fort Worth and surrounding towns. More than an inconvenience, a DWI driver’s license suspension can make everyday tasks impossible. Our attorneys pursue an occupational license that allows you to drive to and from work, drop your children off at school and perform important household duties.
Challenging the Breathalyzer Test

In Texas, you are presumed intoxicated if your blood alcohol concentration (BAC) is .08 percent or higher. The Breathalyzer is the standard means of testing BAC, and jurors tend to rely heavily on this evidence. 
Our firm raises such challenges to the Breathalyzer as:
· The Breathalyzer was not properly or recently calibrated 

· The officer administered the test incorrectly

· The results do not accurately reflect your state at the time you were driving

· The machine and test are scientifically flawed  

Challenging the Field Sobriety Test 
Upon pulling you over, the police officer may have asked you to perform a series of tests designed to determine whether you were/are impaired. 
Our defense attorneys challenge the administration and results of these flawed tests:
· HGN test: Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus is the natural jerking movement your eyes make when you look to the side. HGN becomes more pronounced when a person is intoxicated. The officer tests the level of HGN by moving a pencil slowly from side to side. However, the officer must make a subjective determination about whether your HGN is more exaggerated than normal, without knowing what normal for you is. In addition, a medical condition, legal prescription medications or tiredness may have contributed to exaggerated HGN during the test. 
· Walk-and-turn test: The test is supposed to examine your divided attention and balance. The officer will instruct you to walk heel to toe in a straight line then turn in a specific fashion. However, an uneven surface, dim lighting, high-heels or an ankle injury could affect your ability to successfully complete this task. 
· One leg stand: To test your balance, the officer may ask you to stand on one foot and count out loud. However, any number of issues could have interfered with your ability to complete this activity, including a back injury, an ear infection or a sloping surface. 
Let Our Dallas Defense Lawyers Protect Your Rights Against Drunk Driving Charges

The Law Office of Christian K. Johnson can defend you against DUI in Dallas, Tarrant, Collins, Ellis or another of our surrounding North Texas counties. Call our experienced defense team at 972.505.2217 or contact us online
 to schedule a consultation.

7. Drug Offenses 
Drug Offenses 

Defending You Against Texas and Federal Narcotics Crimes

The war on drugs has often resulted in inordinately heavy penalties for crimes that resulted in no injuries or property damages. In fact, repeat offenders and those charged with sale or trafficking could potentially face life sentences.
If you have been arrested for a drug crime, exercise your right to remain silent and to have your lawyer present for all questioning. Do not answer police officers’ questions; do not consent to a search; do call your lawyer.

The Law Office of Christian K. Johnson is exclusively a criminal defense law practice. Our defense lawyers have committed our careers to advocating for the rights of individuals accused of crimes in Texas. We are available immediately to help you. We make jail calls 24/7 to represent you during an interrogation and to assist with jail release.
Texas Drug Possession and Sale
The sentence you face depends on the type and amount of the drug and your intentions. However, possession of even less than 2 oz. of marijuana can land you in jail for 180 days and cost you a $2,000 fine. Possession of more than 4 oz. is a felony that carries up to two years in prison and up to a $10,000 fine. 

Punishment can be severe for possession of other schedule I and II drugs, such as heroin, LSD, ecstasy, cocaine or methamphetamine and for the illegal possession of prescription medications, such as oxycodone, OxyContin, Adderall and Ritalin.
Illegal possession, acquiring, or sale of prescription medication is a crime. Doctor shopping (defined as accumulating multiple prescriptions for the same medication), has serious consequences, as does falsifying a prescription or selling a prescribed drug to somebody else. In addition, pain clinics often come under scrutiny, which can entangle innocent doctors in the criminal justice system for doing their job. 

Penalties are enhanced if prosecutors prove you intended to sell the drugs. If appropriate in your case, we seek to have charges reduced to possession to minimize your jail term. 
Drug Court

If you qualify, our attorneys may recommend drug court as an alternative to the traditional criminal proceedings. The Texas drug court is voluntary and focuses on rehabilitation, rather than on punishment. 
The judge appoints case managers and counselors to oversee your progress in drug treatment. Eligibility in Dallas and Tarrant Counties and other communities in North Texas is limited to first time offenders who are not accused of a violent crime. Your charges are dismissed or reduced upon your successful completion of the program.
Drug court is not appropriate for everyone, but can offer a means of receiving needed counseling and treatment to overcome drug addiction, while also minimizing the damage caused by a drug-related arrest. 

Consult with Experienced Dallas Criminal Defense Attorneys to Challenge Drug Charges 

The Law Office of Christian K. Johnson represents individuals in Dallas, Tarrant, Collins, Ellis or another of our surrounding North Texas counties who have been accused of drug offenses. Call 972.505.2217 or contact us online 
to schedule a consultation with our dedicated defense team.
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