Brochure Narrative

Historic Pigeon Island National Landmark
Pigeon Island, a picturesque 44 acre national landmark located off the North West coast of Saint Lucia, is an enchanting site encompassing all the influences of more than a thousand years of human endeavour. It “displays the cultural monuments of international civil, military and maritime crosscurrents characteristic of West Indian historical change.  It is a living museum within a natural setting, deserving of careful protection”. Restoration works by the Saint Lucia National Trust at Pigeon Island has focused on Pigeon Island’s 18th century occupation by Admiral George Rodney. The Trust is trying to recreate the atmosphere of that historic period when Admiral Rodney, using the island as his naval headquarters, sailed his fleet out from the bay to intercept and defeat Admiral de Grasse at the "Battle of the Saints" in 1782.  

Earliest Inhabitants

Pigeon Island, like so many of the smaller islands of the Antilles, was first inhabited by pre-historic Amerindians, who migrated northward from South America through the island chain. Some of the stone, shell, and clay artefacts found along the eastern shore date back to around 1,000 A.D.

Pirates

Pigeon Island is ideally located windward of the Antillean chain, offering pirates an upwind advantage when attacking convoys. Francois Le Clerc, also known as Jambe de Bois, a French pirate from Normandy, was among the first Europeans to settle in Saint Lucia. From his base at Pigeon Island, Le Clerc and his men captured several Spanish galleons, stripped the ships of their treasures and burnt them.
Military Occupation
In 1779 Rodney established a naval base at Gros Islet Bay and heavily fortified Pigeon Island, which became a strategic observation post. Remnants of this fortification including Admiral Rodney’s personal quarters, and the barracks that were used by his soldiers, are still standing. His Officers’ Mess now house the headquarters of the Saint Lucia National Trust and British canons, though decommissioned, remain aimed out at sea as if in anticipation of an invading French fleet.
Pigeon Island remained a military base, alternating between French and British, until 1829.

Freedom Fighters
The Treaty of Versailles returned Saint Lucia to France. Under French rule, the slaves in Saint Lucia were freed in 1794. This freedom did not last long as the British recaptured Saint Lucia in the same year and reinstated slavery. Not all of the freed slaves accepted this, and a group, calling themselves “l’Armée Française dans les Bois”, in an attempt to secure their freedom began a reign of terror throughout the island. They burned and destroyed many churches and plantation houses and captured Pigeon Island from the heavily armed English soldiers. Their victory was short-lived and by 1797 the British had crushed the rebellions all over Saint Lucia including at Pigeon Island. 

The following information must be included in the brochure:

Opening Hours:

Open daily, including holidays, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Ticket Prices:

	
	Visitor 
	Resident

	Adult (12 years and older)
	US$7(EC$18.69)
	EC$7

	Child (5 to 11 years)
	EC$3
	EC$3

	Under 5 years
	Free
	Free


Guided Tours are available for an additional US$21 (EC$57.50).

Ticket prices are subject to change without notice, and available for purchase at the main gate.

Getting to Pigeon Island
Pigeon Island is located a mere five (5) minutes from Rodney Bay and 20 minutes from Castries.

By Taxi: Expect to pay about US$25 for a taxi from Castries. From Rodney Bay it may cost US$12.

By Bus: There is no regular bus route to Pigeon Island. However, you may take the 1A Bus, which is available at any bus stop along the Castries – Gros Islet highway, to Pigeon Island. Because Pigeon Island is located off-route, you must ask the driver before boarding the bus to take you there. Expect to pay the regular bus fare of US$1 (EC$2.50) plus an additional US$5 - $6 (EC$10 - $15) for the special trip.
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