
BOOK COVER DESIGN BRIEF
I Drove My Guardian Angel to Drink — Larisa B. Miller


PROJECT OVERVIEW

This brief is for the design of a book cover for a literary memoir. The contest winner will deliver two fully completed cover files — one for the paperback edition and one for the hardcover edition — both built to IngramSpark print specifications. The front cover design is identical across both formats. The spine width differs between formats and IngramSpark template files for each are attached to this brief.

The cover has one job: make someone pick up the book. It does not explain the book. It does not sell the book. It earns the pickup.
BOOK DETAILS

Title:	I Drove My Guardian Angel to Drink
Author:	Larisa B. Miller
Genre:	Literary Memoir / Narrative Nonfiction
Trim size:	6 x 9 inches (both formats)
Approx. page count:	420 to 450 pages
Bleed:	0.125 inches on all four sides (both formats)
Spine width:	See attached IngramSpark templates — different for each format

Download both IngramSpark cover templates attached to this brief before starting. Build the paperback cover file to the paperback template dimensions. Build the hardcover cover file to the hardcover template dimensions. The front cover art is identical in both — only the spine width changes.
THE PHOTOGRAPH

The author photograph is attached to this brief at full resolution. It is not a placeholder. It is the cover. The photograph stays exactly as it is — black and white, as shot. Do not colorize it, add filters, change the crop significantly, or alter it in any way beyond fitting it to the cover dimensions.

The photograph is doing the work that words cannot do. It tells the reader who this author is before they read a single word. Everything else on the cover exists to support it, not to compete with it.
COVER ELEMENTS — FRONT

The front cover contains exactly three elements. Nothing else.

•  AUTHOR NAME: Larisa B. Miller
•  TITLE: I Drove My Guardian Angel to Drink
•  PHOTOGRAPH: Full bleed, as attached

No subtitle. No tagline. No credential lines. No awards. No endorsement quotes on the front cover. Three elements only: name, photograph, title. If you add anything else it will be rejected.
TYPOGRAPHY DIRECTION

This is the most important section of this brief. The photograph and the title placement in the reference design are directionally correct. What needs to be solved professionally is the typography. The three type elements — author name, and the three words of the title — must work as a unified visual system with the photograph, not as three separate elements sitting on top of it.

Author Name
•  Position: top of cover, above the photograph or overlapping the upper portion
•  Treatment: clean, strong, legible — the name commands the space without competing with the title
•  Suggested approach: a refined serif or geometric sans-serif with generous letter spacing
•  Color: white or light — must read clearly against the dark photograph background

Title
The title is: I Drove My Guardian Angel to Drink

This is a title with weight and wit simultaneously. The typography must carry both. It should feel intelligent and a little unexpected — not loud, not decorative, not casual. The current reference design uses a brushstroke font on TO DRINK that reads as too casual for the subject matter. Do not replicate that approach.

•  Position: lower portion of the cover, below or overlapping the lower portion of the photograph
•  Treatment: unified — all words of the title should feel like they belong to the same visual system, even if you vary weight or size between words
•  The word I can be treated as a drop cap or in a contrasting weight to create visual entry — this is optional, not required
•  Color: white, gold, or a combination — must read clearly against the dark background
•  Avoid: brushstroke fonts, handwritten fonts, fonts that signal casual or self-help
•  Avoid: three different typefaces across the title — maximum two type families in the entire design

MOOD AND TONE

This book covers four generations of women, five combat deployments, a palace in Abu Dhabi, and a complete reinvention at forty-three. It is serious, specific, and entirely its own. The cover should feel the same way.

•  Sophisticated and restrained — not heavy, not dramatic, not loud
•  Literary — this is a memoir in the tradition of serious literary nonfiction, not a self-help book
•  The photograph carries the emotional weight — the typography supports it with intelligence, not decoration
•  Negative space is your friend — do not fill every inch of the cover

Words that describe the cover this brief is looking for: authoritative, restrained, specific, intelligent, quietly powerful.

Words that describe what this brief is not looking for: inspirational, motivational, decorative, busy, loud, casual.
REFERENCE COVERS FOR TONE

These covers are not being provided for copying. They are being provided so you understand the visual register — the level of restraint, the quality of typography, the relationship between image and text — that this brief is working toward. Please look at each one before beginning.

•  Educated by Tara Westover (Scribner)
•  Inheritance by Dani Shapiro (Knopf)
•  The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls (Scribner)
•  Becoming by Michelle Obama (Crown) — for typography treatment only

The common thread across all four: strong single image or visual, clean restrained typography, significant negative space, no clutter. That is the target.
REFERENCE DESIGN

A reference design created in Canva is attached to this brief. The direction is correct — the photograph, the dark background, the title in the lower portion of the cover, the author name at the top. What needs professional resolution is the typography. The reference design is the starting point, not the finished product. You are being hired to take the correct instinct in the reference and execute it at a professional level.

Do not discard the reference design direction entirely. The photograph placement, the dark overall tone, and the title position in the lower third are correct. Solve the typography problem. That is the assignment.
SPINE

Both formats require a completed spine. The spine width is calculated from the IngramSpark templates attached to this brief. Use the correct spine width for each format.

Spine text top to bottom:	I Drove My Guardian Angel to Drink
Author name:	Larisa B. Miller
Orientation:	Title and author name read from top to bottom when book is lying face up
Typography:	Match the front cover type treatment — same font family, appropriate weight for spine width
Color:	Consistent with front cover treatment

Do not add a publisher logo or imprint name to the spine. Leave that space blank.
BACK COVER

The back cover for the initial contest submission can be a clean placeholder showing the background treatment, the barcode placement area, and the ISBN area. Full back cover copy — jacket description, author bio, endorsements — will be provided to the contest winner as a separate deliverable after selection. The winner will complete the back cover as a paid add-on.

Barcode placement:	Lower right corner, minimum 2 x 1.2 inches clear space
ISBN placement:	Above or below barcode
Background:	Consistent with front cover treatment — dark, photograph elements if design carries through, or clean solid
Price:	Do not include a price on the cover

If you choose to propose a full back cover design rather than a placeholder, that is welcome and will be weighted positively in the selection. The back cover copy below can be used as placeholder text for layout purposes.

Back Cover Placeholder Copy

It begins before the author is born.

In 1907, Rozsa Zsufa crosses the Atlantic alone at twenty-five with nothing but refusal and a finishing school education. Four generations later, her great-granddaughter stands in a palace in Abu Dhabi teaching Her Highness to quilt — forty-three years old, on a spousal visa with no job and no plan, starting over from nothing in a country that is not hers.

In between: a Pennsylvania farm, five combat deployments, thirty-one countries, and the specific education that comes from refusing to stay where life puts you.

I Drove My Guardian Angel to Drink is a memoir for the lost twenty-something and the gutted forty-something and everyone in between — proof that someone has navigated it, and that you can too.
FILE DELIVERY SPECIFICATIONS

The following files are required from the contest winner. All files must be delivered within five business days of selection.

Print-Ready Files (Required for Both Formats)
•  Full cover wrap PDF — print-ready, press-quality, CMYK color mode, all fonts embedded, 300 DPI minimum, 0.125 inch bleed on all sides
•  One PDF for the paperback edition built to the paperback IngramSpark template
•  One PDF for the hardcover edition built to the hardcover IngramSpark template

Editable Source Files (Required)
•  Original editable file in Adobe Illustrator (.ai), Adobe Photoshop (.psd), or Adobe InDesign (.indd)
•  All linked images embedded or packaged with the file
•  All fonts included or outlined
•  Separate source files for paperback and hardcover versions

Additional Files
•  Front cover only — high resolution PNG or JPG at 300 DPI minimum, RGB color mode, for digital use
•  Audiobook cover — square format, 2400 x 2400 pixels minimum, 72 DPI, RGB, JPG or PNG. This is the front cover cropped to square. Required as part of the package.

You own nothing. The designer transfers all rights to the client upon payment. Confirm acceptance of full rights transfer before the contest closes. The client retains all source files and all rights to the design in perpetuity across all formats and all uses worldwide.
WHAT NOT TO DO

This section is as important as everything above. Please read it.

•  Do not add a subtitle or tagline to the front cover
•  Do not add credential lines, award badges, or endorsement quotes to the front cover
•  Do not use more than two typeface families in the entire design
•  Do not use brushstroke, handwritten, or decorative display fonts
•  Do not alter, colorize, or filter the photograph
•  Do not fill negative space — restraint is the design language of this cover
•  Do not add graphic elements, borders, frames, or decorative embellishments
•  Do not use a serif font that reads as old-fashioned or a sans-serif that reads as corporate
•  Do not submit a design that looks like a self-help book, a business book, or an inspirational poster

SELECTION CRITERIA

Designs will be evaluated in this order of priority.

•  Typography — does the type treatment work as a unified system with the photograph, or does it sit on top of it?
•  Restraint — does the design know what to leave out?
•  Shelf presence — does it earn the pickup?
•  Technical compliance — are the files built correctly to the IngramSpark templates?
•  Tone — does it read as literary memoir, not self-help?

QUESTIONS

Direct all questions through the Design Crowd messaging system. Responses will be provided within 24 hours. Do not make assumptions about elements not addressed in this brief — ask first.
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