Carrie Charles Backdrop Design Specs
DOCUMENT SETUP
· Design at 100% scale at 150 DPI 
· OR scaled: 
· 50% at 300 DPI 
· 25% at 600 DPI 
· If scaled, clearly label: “DESIGNED AT XX%” 
· Keep all text/logos at least 2 inches inside edges (safe zone) 
· Do NOT copy/paste Illustrator → InDesign (can cause print errors) 

🎨 COLOR REQUIREMENTS
· Must design in CMYK color space (NOT RGB) 
· RGB will shift colors when printed 
· For color matching: 
· Use Pantone Solid Coated (PMS) 
· CMYK-only colors will NOT match exactly 
· Expect slight variation between screen and print 

🧾 FILE FORMATS (ACCEPTED)
· Preferred: 
· PDF (high-res, fonts embedded) 
· Also accepted: 
· .AI / .EPS (vector, fonts outlined or packaged) 
· .INDD / .IDML (with fonts + images packaged) 
· .PSD / .TIFF / .JPEG (CMYK only) 

❌ FILES NOT ACCEPTED
· Word, Excel, PowerPoint 
· PNG (usually too low resolution) 

🔤 FONTS & LINKS
Choose ONE of the following:
· Package fonts (TTF or OTF) 
· Convert fonts to outlines (NOT editable) 
Also:
· Package all linked images 
· Missing links = print errors 

🧩 ARTWORK TYPE
Vector (Preferred)
· Infinite scalability (logos, text, graphics) 
Raster (Photos)
· Must be: 
· Full size (1:1) 
· Minimum 150 DPI 
· Low-res images WILL look pixelated 

🩸 BLEED
· Extend background 0.5 inches beyond trim edges 

🔍 RESOLUTION RULES
· 100% size → 150 DPI minimum 
· 50% size → 300 DPI minimum 
· 25% size → 600 DPI minimum 
· DO NOT use web images (too low quality) 

🖼️ IMAGE BEST PRACTICES
· Check images at full scale (zoom in) 
· Ensure no pixelation 
· Large background images must be high-res 

📁 FILE DELIVERY
· Name files clearly: 
· Example: Panel_A_1920x898.pdf 
· Provide: 
· Print file (PDF) 
· 
· low-res preview (JPEG or PDF) 
· Compress files into .zip 

⚠️ CRITICAL FOR YOUR BACKDROP
· Keep all key content inside 2” margins 
· Ensure bleed is included 
· Use vector logos only 
· Double-check final dimensions match panel size 
· Submit one file per panel 

