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Background:

Lynette and late Conrad Saldanha wish to give back to society by establishing a charitable trust called the LynCon Foundation. Lynette has spent 45 years in the IT corporate world in India, New Zealand and Singapore. She spent 10 years with data networking company Datacraft(now part of NTT) as founder CE of their subsidiary in India( a market leader) and Regional Director (Human Resources) for Asia-Pacific based in Singapore.

Recognizing that the future lies in Technology and that girls tend to lag behind in this area, Lynette is setting up a Foundation to address these issues. Edwina Mistry, Director of CreateOps, will join Lynette as a Trustee. She has  over 35 years of experience in the Technology sector in NZ and overseas, with 21 of them in the NZ IT education sector.  She has large networks in the IT industry as she has started and run many initiatives and programmes in NZ to connect High school students to the Tech industry.  Her programmes have been created mainly for girls and students from low decile schools as she identified a significant gap in that area..

Objectives:

The Foundation focuses on girls from underprivileged backgrounds in New Zealand. The Trustees will expose them to  technology; motivate, mentor, and financially assist them in achieving a tertiary qualification and progress into a career in Technology. 

The activities of the Foundation:

1. Conduct events/workshops that expose Year 12/13 girls from low decile schools and underprivileged backgrounds(based on household income) to industry and careers in Tech.
2. Financially assist selected girls with ability, motivation the right attitude and family support to attend a tertiary institution to attain a degree/diploma/post-graduate qualification in Tech.
3. The girls will receive  assistance to select the appropriate tertiary institution and qualification. They will be mentored throughout their tertiary study.
4. The financial assistance will be reviewed and renewed every year depending on the student achieving at least 60% marks in all their subjects through each semester.
       If the Government continues to have Fees free for the first year (Level 5) of study of a degree then Years 2 and 3 will be funded by the Foundation to the extent of 50% of the fees. The students will also be provided with a laptop computer and travel costs.
5. In the final semester, the recipients will be mentored and assisted in finding project placements in industry.  On graduation, the recipients will be assisted in finding a job.
6. While building their careers, the recipients will have access to the Trustees and other industry mentors to guide them.



