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Primary & secondary school students



533k

Full time University entrants 2018



Full time University entrants 1980



Explosion in UK Uni Access
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https://ourworldindata.org/tertiary-education#enrollment-in-tertiary-education

Graduate Grade Inflation
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https://reform.uk/research/degree-uncertainty-investigation-grade-inflation-universities

So what happened?



"WE OFFER 3 KINDS OF SERVICES

GOOD -CHEAP - FAST

BUT YOU CAN PICK ONLY TWO

GOOD & CHEAP wontBe FAST
FAST & GOOD wowtee CHEAP
CHEAP & FAST wontee GOOD




Universities as a public good



Universities as business



test

Class l Nickname!€0l(811(82](83) ’ Source of Nickname

| Geoff, Patty or

1st \ 3
| Damien

% World Cup 1966 England footballer Geoff Hurst, heiress and kidnap victim Patty Hearst, or artist
' Damien Hirst.

2:1 | Attila, Don or Trevor

| Attila the Hun, Don Juan or Trevor Nunn (after the famous theatre director).

2:2 | Desmond

' South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Also referred to as a Drinker's or Boozer's Degree (origin
unknown). Probably because the work required to get a first or a 2:1 does not allow for much time in
the student bar.

| Douglas, Thora,

3rd | Richard, Gentleman's

|
- Degree, Vorderman
|

Douglas after 1980s British Home Secretary Douglas Hurd (who actually gained first class honours),
Thora after actress Thora Hird, Richard after King Richard Ill, Gentleman's Degree (unknown) or a
Vorderman after Countdown television celebrity Carol Vorderman, who achieved third class grades
in all her years at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge.

Pass :

i?ail foanilé“i] :

[ Dan after the 44th Vice President of the United States, Dan Quayle.



Expansion & research
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Coalition - you pay more



Economic miracles



Reading

https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/education/2019/08/great-university-con-how-british-degree-lost-its-value

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/highereducation/2019/08/27/the-destructive-moral-panic-over-university-grade-inflation/

https://wonkhe.com/blogs/kneejerk-reactions-to-grade-inflation-dont-help-solve-the-problem/

https://reform.uk/sites/default/files/2018-06/A%20Degree%200f%20Uncertainty
%20final O.pdf

https://youtu.be/mO_rAsMuAIM


https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/education/2019/08/great-university-con-how-british-degree-lost-its-value
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/highereducation/2019/08/27/the-destructive-moral-panic-over-university-grade-inflation/
https://wonkhe.com/blogs/kneejerk-reactions-to-grade-inflation-dont-help-solve-the-problem/
https://reform.uk/sites/default/files/2018-06/A%20Degree%20of%20Uncertainty%20final_0.pdf
https://reform.uk/sites/default/files/2018-06/A%20Degree%20of%20Uncertainty%20final_0.pdf
https://youtu.be/mO_rAsMuAlM

A Student Loan
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https://www.gov.uk/student-finance/new-fulltime-students

Student loans: things to consider

5.4%

Median earnings 2018
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Source: HMRC

2.4%



https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/percentile-points-from-1-to-99-for-total-income-before-and-after-tax
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/earningsandworkinghours/bulletins/annualsurveyofhoursandearnings/2018

Unemployment

Graduates

A level or equivalent

A*to C grade GCSE
or equivalent

Other Qualifications

No Qualifications

2 4 6 8
Source: ONS (2017)
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http://ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/articles/graduatesintheuklabourmarket/2017

Median real hourly wage (25-29)
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https://www.ifs.org.uk/uploads/publications/bns/bn185.pdf

“It’s about how you pitch

it ... If you've done other things then
that’s going to mitigate a 2.2,"... But,
ultimately, whatever results you

graduate with, “within five years
nobody actually cares”.

Jonathan Black, director of the Careers Service at the
University of Oxford


https://www.ft.com/content/8a2ee9b4-bd0f-11e9-b350-db00d509634e
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Source: IFS


https://www.ifs.org.uk/uploads/publications/bns/bn185.pdf

