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The founders of Elsa were wealthy landowners from Scotland.  William and Elsie George moved to San Antonio, Texas and were introduced to land in the Valley when they purchased half of the land in what is now known as the Delta Area.
Much of this land was part of the Llano Grande land grant issued to Juan Jose Ynojosa de Balli.
Early on ranchers had settled the area before 1800.  These ranchers introduced cattle and sheep ranching and various crops to the area.  In the early 1900s land speculators including the Georges, began to buy up the land that was to become the Delta Area of the Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas, and introduced truck farming.  After World War 1, people from the norther part of the United States were invited to visit the area, and representative of the land companies sold property to anyone who had the money to buy.


The Elsa Townsite Company
[image: ]On November 12th 1926, H.B. Seay and Wm. George, both of the City of Mercedes, in Hidalgo County, Texas; and H.L. Seay of the City of Dallas in Dallas County, Texas, associated themselves and formed a private corporation under and in pursuance of the laws of Texas, and named it Elsa Townsite Company. 
A City Planning Engineer, Major Edward A. Wood, 
of Dallas, Texas, submitted scientific planning detail
for the future development of a new town-site in the 
Rio Grande Valley of Texas.  Its business, industrial 
and residential districts were laid out so as to provide 
for future expansion and to prevent the problems and
expense that confronted so many young towns in
endeavoring to adjust themselves to a growing 
population and increasing business activity.  
The carefully laid plans were indeed well thought out 
and “The Planned Valley Town” went on sale at a
public  auction on March 2, 1927. The Auction was
held in the center of Hidalgo County in the midst of
fertile cotton fields and typical southwest brush, and the only habitation at the time was a lone country store operated by Mrs. Elsie George, whose husband, William George, was farming adjoining acreage.  
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The American Rio Grande Land & Irrigation Company
JNO. C. Jones, secretary & Treasurer for 
[image: https://fbcdn-sphotos-e-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-prn2/t31.0-8/1074168_10200588886860128_1591092397_o.jpg]The American Rio Grande Land & Irrigation 
Company in 1926, wrote to William George 
the following:  “It is with great pleasure that 
I am able to tell you that we have decided to
name the new town “Elsa” in your honor.  
The Spanish name Elsa was substituted for
the English Elsie for the reason that the 
Official of the Southern Pacific Railways 
had determined to use only Spanish names
for the towns on the new extension, and from 
the best authorities available we learned that
“Elsa” was correct Spanish for “Elsie.”
It will interest you to know, that, before a 
name was selected, we received several letter 
from your friends it that community requesting
that the town be named Elsie in your honor,
and I wish to assure you that we felt a real
pleasure in adopting their suggestions.
















Incorporation of Elsa, Texas
Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court Minutes, in the matter of the Incorporation of the Town of Elsa, Texas read as followed:  Be It Remembered that on January 28, 1933, pursuant to due and regular order therefor made by the undersigned, there was duly and regularly had and held an election within the town of Elsa, Hidalgo County, Texas, for the purpose of submitting to the vote of the people the question of whether or not such town shall be incorporated, and within ten days after the date of such election due return was made thereof showing that the majority of the votes so cast were for the incorporation to such town.  This entry dated this the 20th day of February, 1933, shall be, and is, made upon the records of the Commissioners’ Court of Hidalgo County, Texas.  E.C. Couch, Judge
Agriculture 
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The Digest article, condensed from |
Coronet, * says that 'in Texas  alone
Vahlsing has 25,000 acres, including
“one gigantic 10,000-acre vegetabls
Patch, perhaps the world's' largast,”
Last year more, than 12,000 carjoads
of vegetables folled away from Vahle
sing’s farms, grossing 17,000,000 dol.
lars. Equipment includes hundreds of
trucks, * tractors, and even planes.
Work clothes for employees  are
Bought 50 tons at a time.

Today & “walking encyclopedia of!
information about insecticides, weath-|
er, freight rates Vahsing started
his career at 17, on his father's long
Island farm. “Later he journeyed to
Texas where 'he became impressed
with the “Magic Valley” of the Rio|
Grande. Back in New York he saved
the money needed to rent 200 acres in
Magic Valley for growing broccoli,
His first agent in Texas weathered
early discouragements, now earns
60,000 dollars a year and is mayor of
the town of Elsa.

Corn-on-the-cob in January was one!
of Vahlsing's early sensations, Pota-
{o land being hard to buy in the east,
Vahising “made it” by draining a,
huge and_‘“worthless” New Jersey
swamp. He was one of the first to

dust DDT on crops from planes, the
article gays.
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HISTORY OF THE CITY OF ELSA
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a% first Mayor, Mr. Melvin
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