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About Habersham County

Resting in the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains, roughly 9o miles north of Atlanta, is
Georgia’s forty-sixth county. Officially created in 1818 from the lands of the Cherokee Indians,
Habersham County is named after Revolutionary War hero and U.S. Postmaster General
Joseph Habersham.

Habersham County grew to 713 square miles; but through time, it shrunk to 279 square miles
as parts of it was used to form the neighboring counties of Banks, Cherokee, Lumpkin, Rabun,
Stephens, and White.

Settlers came after the Indian Cessions of 1818 and 1819. They settled along the banks of the
county's four major rivers; the Chattahoochee, Soque. Tallulah and Tugaloo. The Northeast
Georgia gold rush brought growth to the area. In 1838, the remaining Cherokee were removed
via the "Trail of Tears."

Over one thousand men of Habersham County bravely fought for the Confederate States of
America, many losing their lives in the major battles fought in the eastern front of the Civil
War. Between 1870 and 1900, Habersham County's economy flourished with the help of the
railroads, the planting of fruits, and the founding of Piedmont College. Habersham County had
a tourist attraction in Tallulah Gorge beginning in 1882. People would ride the rails through the
Blue Ridge to see the “Niagara of the South”




image37.png
Willimantic
River
Alliance





image38.png
WESTON
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Pmervmy our fenmgefm_/’ulme,]enemumu





image39.png
N

HABERSHAM COUNTY
GEORGIA | Est. 1818




image40.png
HABERSHAM COUNTY

GEORGIA | Es. 1515




image2.png
The City of Clarkesville was charted and named for the Revolutionary War General and
Governor, John C. Clarke. When Clarkesville was incorporated and selected as the county seat
in 1823, feuding over the selection with the city of Toccoa directly led to the formation of
Stephens County in 1905 with Toccoa as its seat.
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Incorporated municipalities in Habersham County are Alto, Baldwin, Cornelia, Demorest.
Mount Airy, and Tallulah Falls. At the high point or “Altus” of the railroads of the 1870's, the
railroad line went through the area known today as Alto, which took their name from the
railroad term. Baldwin was incorporated in 1896. It is named for Joseph A. Baldwin, who was
an Atlanta-Charlotte Air Line Railroad official. Demorest was incorporated in 1889 and was a
Temperance Community. Demorest gets its name from W. Jennings Demorest, a prominent
prohibition speaker and leader who formed the Demorest Home, Mining and Improvement
Company. The City of Cornelia was built around 1870 in a grid pattern, forming the original city
that can now be seen in the square blocks east and northeast of the central business district.
On October 22, 1887. the city was incorporated as "Cornelia® in honor of the wife of the
attorney who represented the railroad, Pope Barrow.
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Habersham County is a beautiful, scenic area that is rich in history and spirit. It is through its
history that its residents overcome adversity and face the future. Habersham has survived
Indian Wars, Civil Wars, and World Wars. It has survived droughts, boll weevils, stock market
crashes, and depressions. But each time, Habersham and its people have bounced back
stronger, dedicated, and thriving. An estimated 43, 300 residents call Habersham home. Some
were born and raised here; others were intertwined in the web of beauty that is Habersham
County. As Sidney Lanier stated in his famous “Song of the Chattahoochee” ...

“All down the hills of Habersham,

All through the valleys of Hall,

The rushes cried ‘Abide, abide

The willful waterweeds held me thrall,

The laving laurel turned my tide,

The ferns and the fondling grass said ‘Stay.’
The dewberry dipped for to work delay,
And the little reeds sighed "Abide. abide,
Here in the hills of Habersham,

Here in the valleys of Hall”
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Quick Facts About Habersham County

Habersham County was formed by the Cherokee Cessions of July 8, 1817. and February 27. 1819.
The county is named for Colonel Joseph Habersham.

Itis located in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains in northeast Georgia.

In general. the county sits between 1.400-2,000 feet above sea level. The highest point in the county. the summit of Young Lick Mountain (called
Young Lick Knob), reaches 3800 feet above sea level. The Appalachian Trail runs through Habersham County at Young Lick Knob.

Original size was 713 square miles; present size is 279 square miles. The county ranks 111th of 159 in total area.

County population is estimated at 43,000 today: the 1990 census population was 27,621

The climate here is mild. Average rainfall is about 57.23 inches with an average snowfall of 45 inches. The median temperature is 697 degrees.
Minerals found here are gold. kyanite. mica. graphite, garnets, comelians, augite. asbestos, tourmaline. rubies, plumbage. iron, and diamonds
Agriculture is the No. 1 industry in the county. The main crops are peaches and apples, and the main industries are poultry and beef.

Tourism continues to be an integral factor in the county’s economic development and growth. The county is also experiencing a steady growth in
retirees.

Main landmarks are Tallulah Gorge and the Big Red Apple.

Major rivers are the Chattahoochee. Soque. Tugaloo and Tallulah.

The largest lake is Lake RusselL. Parts of Lakes Yonah and Tugaloo are in Habersham County. Other regional lakes include Lake Burton, the largest
of Georgia Power's north Georgia lakes, with 62 miles of shoreline: Tallulah Falls Lake: the 834-acre Lake Rabun; and Lake Seed.

Major highways are Hwy. 365 (divided four lane). Hwy. 441, Hwy. 23, Hwy. 17, and Huy. 115.

The county seat is Clarkesville, and other cities and towns are: Alto, Baldwin, Cornelia, Demorest, Mt. Airy and Tallulah Falls. There is one
unincorporated community. Turnerville. Other named communities are View. Hollywood and Batesville.

Habersham County Medical Center and the Habersham County Health Department serve local public health care needs.

Public education facilities include 14 schools.

Top Employers are: Fieldale Farms, 2,035 Habersham County Board of Education, 930 Habersham County Hospital Authority. 650; Mt. Vernon
Mills, 550; Ethicon, 500; Lee Arrendale Correctional Institute, Alto, 500; Scovill, 380.

Annual events in Habersham County include the Mountain Laurel Festival each May in Clarkesville, the Chattahoochee Mountain Fair each
September in Clarkesville, and the Big Red Apple Festival during October in Cornelia.

Several famous individuals have roots in Habersham County. Johnny Mize, a member of the Baseball Hall of Fame. was born in Demorest. Robert
Toombs was a US. Senator from 1848 to 1852 and lost the bid for president of the Confederacy to Jefferson Davis by one vote.
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The newly-expanded Habersham Airport's main runway is 5500 feet long.

Tallulah Falls was once a popular destination for honeymooners: some historians say second only to Niagara Falls. The gorge has been called ‘the
Grand Canyon of the East”

Clarkesville was incorporated as a village and designated the county seat in 1823

Several museums are located in Habersham County: the Cornelia Railroad Depot Museum; the Johnny Mize Museurn: the Loudermilk Boarding
House Museum, which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and home of the Panoramic Encyclopedia of Everything Elvis: and the
Mauldin House Visitors Center.




