www.FILMITFOREVER.com

This brief aims to lay out the basics of a new website for www.filmitforever.com. It is not definitive, it is a start point to be developed alongside a web builder. 
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[bookmark: _Ref476578606][bookmark: _Toc476579013]Overview
Film it forever is a new idea of mine, which I want to explore. Essentially, it is a website to facilitate hiring action camera equipment. These services already exist, but is my intention to appeal to a new, niche market in targeting amateur users by showing them what they can capture with a Go Pro (or similar) without having to spend the money on the equipment. I would intend to include countless links to spectacular vacation videos (of which, 1,000’s exist on YouTube)
The website will primarily allow them to select equipment and dates for the hire. I would also like to include (or at least “future protect”) the facility for users to upload raw footage for me to edit. This would be an add-on service which I would only expect a small percentage of people to take up, but could be lucrative.
In addition to the basics, I would like to be able to impart tips and tricks, in a blog style page. 
It is important that the site can be written in a way that I can learned to modify/update once it is up and running. I would prefer not to have to buy expensive, third party software to modify the site.
I’m looking to make use of existing apps or plugins etc. wherever possible. I am keen to avoid the time and cost impact of having to develop a site from scratch. 
It is my intention that this business runs as a side line. As such, the website should be designed to require very little input. If it gets going, I am hopeful that after 6 months or so, I can pass the shipping and receiving of hire equipment to an assistant. 
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A Bit About Me
I am an amateur, but a quick learner. 
I have an amateur’s experience of using Go Pro’s and the associated equipment to create vacation movies. Had I not enjoyed the editing process, I’d have given up way before having anything watchable. As it is, we revisit our videos all the time, we almost never look back at our photos. 
I’ve not written or run a website before, so you may need to be patient with me. 
I do have a number of ideas centered on a means of liberating myself from a fairly unfulfilling day job. So, whilst I will be working full time during any development, I am motivated to get this done, so you will be able to reach me when you need me. All being well, there is also scope for further sites to follow on. 
It is my intention to generate income without taking all of my time. It is important to me that whatever we develop keeps this in mind. I’m not lazy (honest), I just think there are more interesting things to do in life. Perhaps one day I will learn to write websites! 
I would class myself as a reasonably advanced computer user, but do not have any experience in coding, development etc. I think writing a site is beyond me, but I expect that making updates to an existing site is probably within my capabilities. 
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Branding
It makes sense to me that this pages should look as though it is designed for young, adventurous people. In reality. However, I want to appeal to all sorts. Most of the GoPro vacation videos with massive hits are of long haired, six packed, twenty something’s, but for me (a grey haired, thirty something with the exact opposite of a six pack), it still appeals. Our videos create far less impact on social media, but really appeal to us.
I am really keen that the site is simple, clean and easy to use. It is my intention to carry that ethos throughout the business. I intend to ship to people earlier than they need the equipment so they have time to familiarize themselves with it before they want to shoot. I intend to generate personalized packaging… “To John, the adventure starts now and the slopes are waiting!”
The comparable businesses that I have found seem to focus more on high end camera equipment, with GoPro’s tagged on the end. They seem to focus on hiring to camera crews or professionals. As such, the sites are quite dry and steady. 
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Site Functionality
I have attempted to write this without detailed knowledge of what is or is not possible. It is my expectation that this section is where we need to work together the most to finalize the scope. 
[bookmark: _Toc476579017]Landing Page
A full screen page with a large, colourful scene (could be a surfer on a wave, snowboarder on a slope, amazing vista with a GoPro being lined up for a selfie etc.) Potentially, we could choose a number of these images and they could cycle. 
I would want our logo (yet to be defined) and a simple statement of what we do. 
I imagine the page might be split into thirds. Top two thirds for the widescreen image and logo, bottom third to show a ribbon of videos showing excellent examples of the end product (to start with, these can be taken from YouTube (I’m not aware of any copyright issues with this?) 
The logo will act as the “enter” link.
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I intend to limit this to around 20 products. It will likely be even less to start with. 
Behind each product, I want to be able to edit a product page to add:
· a blurb (again, this will probably be taken from the manufacturers website)
· links to video (promotional video for the camera), plus examples of what it can achieve / how to’s
· Equipment reviews (can I take this from somewhere else? I’d be keen to pick up on the 1,000’s of reviews GoPro will have had, rather than one or two I’ve generated through my own site)
· Check availability (I’ll come back to this shortly)
· Book the rental
[bookmark: _Toc476579019]Check Availability
This is the part of the site I couldn’t easily achieve with my Wix.com site. 
I want the user to be able to go online and select his/her dates for the equipment they want and see an instantly adjusted price, dates we’ll deliver and dates you need to send it back. Please see www.hireacamera.com as an example applied specifically to Go Pro’s. I want the ease of use and functionality, without the slightly dull appearance. 
I would like users to be able to browse to a product and look at it, then check availability. I would also like users to be able to pre-select their dates and then go onto basket a number of items, when they proceed to checkout, the basket will tell whether there any items that aren’t available.
It’s really important that this aspect is super easy. I can see this will be where people will switch off if it’s complicated.
I would also be interest if it were possible to display “here’s what it would have cost to purchase these items” in an attempt to emphasise how much cheaper it is to hire? 
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Once the user has finished shopping, the checkout should be simple and straight forward. Initially, I’m expecting to have to use Paypal, but I can change this quickly if we’re making sales as Paypal is a pain sometimes. 
A confirmation mail should be sent to the user (as is normal practice). I am interested to learn what is then sent to me / the assistant to show that there is an order to fulfil. I have very little understanding in this aspect and would be keen to understand calendar integration (i.e. can the site load an event for my assistance to prepare a shipment?). I’m also keen to understand where the information relating to my product is stored. Is there a database showing each item and whether they are in stock or not? 
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This would be a simple page which I would load with tips and tricks (surprise, surprise) to help the users shoot decent footage in order to end up with something that can be easily edited and kept forever. This would probably look much like a blog, but I would want this to be controlled by me / us.
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This would be similar in format to Tips and Tricks, but we would use this space to share what we’ve been up to and to share some videos from our users. With some luck, we could actually build a small following of people that upload. This community would be mirrored on YouTube. So, I would generate a “filmitforever” channel on YouTube to share work edited by us, then a “Community” channel for work submitted by our Customers. 
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I want to develop detail FAQ in line with my desire for this not to become a 70 hours per week job. So, I would need a basic outline which I could easily edit and add to.
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Marketing
It makes sense to me to utilise YouTube advertising. From my own experience, when I search for places to go on vacation, I look on YouTube and search something like “Maldives Go Pro” and watch what comes up. If I were to see a ribbon advert offering the ability to capture your own adventures, I would probably click. I also understand that YouTube advertising is relatively inexpensive. 
I would also be interested in learning more about Google AdWords.
I’d like to try and tag onto adventure holiday companies, but this will depend on me being able to build some relationships with them. 
Timing
[bookmark: _GoBack]I have specific timing requirements, though I would like to attempt to issue a website by 1st April (to target start of tax year, as opposed to an April Fools!) 
