I thought it might be helpful to include some of my favourite passages from weddings that I read at couples getting married.

From Captain Corelli’s Mandolin

by Louis de Bernieres
Love is a temporary madness,

it erupts like volcanoes and then subsides.

And when it subsides you have to make a decision.

 You have to work out whether your roots have so entwined together  that it is inconceivable that you should ever part.

Because this is what love is.

Love is not breathlessness,  it is not excitement,  it is not the promulgation of eternal passion.

That is just being "in love" which any fool can do.

Love itself is what is left over when being in love has burned away,  and this is both an art and a fortunate accident.

Those that truly love, have roots that grow towards each other underground,  and when all the pretty blossom have fallen from their branches,  they find that they are one tree and not two.

Address to the Couple – taken from one of Abby’s Ceremonies
The universe gifts us with more blessings than we can ever understand.

It is one of the grand ironies of being human: Such big brains, and so little comprehension of the gift of every moment.

But sometimes the universe makes it very easy for us. Sometimes we have experiences that transcend the circumstances of our daily lives and help us feel the gift of existence itself.

This love is a gift from the universe. It is a gift to the universe.

The universe itself is made warmer and more loving by the path they walk together.

We are all blessed to be here, but the gift of this love doesn’t end with this circle or in the memories of the people here.

Geoff and Abby’s partnership casts love across all our lives – reminding us of what this journey is all about. 

Marriage. It ranks right up there with birth and death as one of the three biggies in life. But it’s the only one that we’ll celebrate with a conscious awareness. Very few of you remember your arrival, and even fewer of you will attend your own funeral. Pick a society, any society: What’s the one thing we all have in common? Marriage. It’s like a cultural handrail. It links us to the past, and guides us towards the future.
To choose a journey in marriage is wondrous thing. It comes from a knowing, felt in one’s being that to be in reflection of your partner in life can bring an opportunity for extraordinary experiences that will evolve one’s self and each other.

